sherman A. Kinney Award 2026

Laney Clement-Holbrook

Laney Clement-Holbrook’s career is a shining example of dedication, leadership and making a positive
impact on the lives of others. After 46 years at the helm of the Oliver Ames High School girls’ basketball
program, Laney retired not just as a coach, but as a mentor, role model and pioneer who has made an
incredible impact on high school basketball and interscholastic athletics in Massachusetts.

A four-sport athlete at Dedham High School, Laney knew that she wanted to be a teacher/coach and
attended Bridgewater State College. She played basketball and softball, graduating Cum Laude with a
B.S. in Health and Physical Education in 1975 and a Master’s degree in Education in 1981.

Laney began her teaching and coaching career at Oliver Ames High School shortly after graduation and
has been an integral part of the school community since 1975. She taught Health, Physical Education,
General Science and Biology as a full-time teacher until her retirement in 2011. As a career educator, she
continues to teach Anatomy and Physiology at the school on a part-time basis. Laney also served as the
Freshman Field Hockey Coach from 1975-1982, Head Softball Coach from 1975-1982, and Head Girls
Basketball Coach from 1976-2022.

Over the course of Laney’s basketball coaching career, her teams won 19 Hockomock League
Championships and three MIAA State Championships (2006, 2010, 2022). She was selected as a head
coach for the McDonald’s All-American Girls Basketball Game in 2017. Upon her retirement in 2022,
Laney stands as the all-time leader in Massachusetts girls basketball history with 733 victories.

In addition to her success on the sidelines, Laney is known for her leadership. She served as the first
female president of the Massachusetts Basketball Coaches Association in 1992 and has also been a
member of the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association. Her positive impact has been recognized
through inductions into the New England Basketball Hall of Fame, Massachusetts Basketball Coaches
Association Hall of Fame, Bridgewater State College Athletic Hall of Fame, Dedham High School Athletic
Hall of Fame, and the New Agenda Northeast Hall of Fame.

The MIAA Basketball Committee is pleased to present the 2026 MIAA Sherman A. Kinney Award to
Laney Clement-Holbrook.



For outstanding contributions to the sport of high school basketball

Sherman A. Kinney
May 1, 1931 - October 4, 1999

This award honors Sherm Kinney, who passed away in
1999 after serving the MIAA in an executive capacity since
its inception. Kinney left a legacy of integrity, honesty and
sportsmanship, and the award is intended to recognize an
individual who reflects those values.

A graduate of Fairhaven High School, Sherm Kinney was a
three-sport all-star participant in football, basketball and
baseball, a captain in all three sports, and President of the
senior class. At Springfield College, he played football and
distinguished himself at baseball. Entering the teaching
and coaching ranks at Somerset High School and later at
Hamilton-Wenham Regional High School, Kinney
established a reputation for combining the physical and
mental aspects of teaching and coaching. The student-
athletes under his guidance experienced fully the
educational values of participation in high school athletics.

Over 22 seasons, his basketball teams compiled a record of
323 wins and 111 losses. Sherm’s teams qualified for
tournament play in 18 of those years, winning eight league
championships and reaching the semi-finals of the state
tournament three times. In 1987 Sherm was inducted into the Massachusetts Basketball Coaches Association
Hall of Fame. Kinney’s background, which included a stint as a professional baseball player and coach of a
championship baseball team in Holland in addition to his experience as a high school football, basketball,
baseball and golf coach, prepared him well for the responsibilities of MIAA Associate Director, a position he
held for 18 years.

Among his many MIAA duties, Kinney held executive leadership responsibility for football, basketball,
baseball and wrestling. One proud element of his MIAA legacy is the leadership and initiative he
demonstrated during the creation of the MIAA Committee on Sportsmanship, Integrity and Ethics. These
values reflect and define the life and career of Sherman A. Kinney. High school sport lost a treasure with his
passing, but his impact continues to positively affect interscholastic athletics throughout Massachusetts.



