MIAA Wrestling Committee Meeting

Thursday, January 16, 2025 @ 10:00 AM
Virtual

1. Call to Order

a)

Attendance — Keith Polosky, Zach Blaszak, Reilly Christie, Jon Kanavich, Pat Danby,
Chris Jones, Nate Monteiro, John Speek, Desi Kaplan, Glenn Doulette, Paul Shvartsman,
Phil Mombeleur, Robert Pritchett, Jon Longley, Amy Daniels, Steve Rotondi, Ryan
Madden, Phil Napolitano

Media- AJ Traub (Boston Globe), Dan Ventura (Boston Herald)

2. Minutes of October 2, 2024 - Motion to accept by Chris Jones (2" Pat Danby)- Approved 16-0.

3. New Business

a)

b)

MIAA Approve Proposed Rule Changes —Phil provided update on Rule changes that
will go into effect July 1. Those rules that directly involve wrestling: Rule 34: Schools
are allowed a maximum of four (4) girls only wrestling competition dates per season that
do not count towards the season maximum of twenty (20) competition dates. Rule 49.5:
Any team whose players/coaches receive more than four (4) disqualifications during the
regular season shall not qualify for the postseason. There is an appeal process. Rule 49:
The automatic one-year suspension has been changed to a “recommended” one-year
suspension in the rule and DQ forms. An Eligibility Appeal Board hearing will
automatically be required, but school can opt out. Rule 84.2.4: “Double duals, tri-meets
and quad meets” are allowed during the week on school nights and are at the discretion of
the involved schools. All tournaments must be held a day preceding a non-school day.
Rule 84.4.3: “Certified School Nurse” has been added to approved health care
professionals that can sign off on weight control certificates.

FloArena — Requirements and reminders — COACHES AND ATHLETIC
DIRECTORS: A reminder that all results must be entered into Flo. Results should be
entered throughout the season. Do not wait until the end of the regular season to enter
results!

TMC Update — 2025-27 Proposed alignments — Winter Alignments for 2025-27 should
be official by February 1. There were 5 or 6 appeals for wrestling alignments and those
appeal hearings will take place within the next week or so.

4. 2024-25 Wrestling Tournament

a)

b)

2024-25 Wrestling Tournament Format
o Two separate entries for the mixed gender and girl’s postseason tournaments
o New policy around All-State alternates: Deadline set for Wednesday at 8:00 PM
o Limit of three (3) coaches per team - Required lanyards used for identification —
Athletic Directors should reach out ASAP to Phil Napolitano if there are more than
3 coaches.
Tournament qualifications — MIAA Rule 84.4.6
o Scratch weight requirements must be met for all postseason tournaments
o 50% weigh-in requirements applies to both Mixed Gender and Girls’ tournaments
* Discussion regarding this rule. Does this negatively affect 2™ or 3 string
wrestlers who don’t get to compete enough to meet this requirement.
e This is a postseason tournament with minimal qualification criteria, must
adhere to the few qualifications in place.



https://www.miaa.net/sites/default/files/2025-01/wrestling-committee-minutes-10-2-24.pdf
https://www.miaa.net/2025-26-2026-27-tournament-alignment-cycle
https://www.miaa.net/sites/default/files/2024-11/wrestling-2024-25-format-final.pdf

= All tournaments — must weight in scratch in front of opposing coach, Girls must
need to weigh in at that weight class 50%

¢) Update on sites

O

Posted on MIAA Wrestling page (right sliding panel)

d) Tournament Schedule reminders

O

O O O O

Girls Divisional States- likely to begin on day 2 (Saturday) for all divisions. More
will be known once we have the number of wrestlers in each division.

Divisional States and All-States will feature 2-mat finals (Mixed Gender & Girls)
All-States — Day 1 of Friday is a school day, check-in time to follow

Awards will be presented at the conclusion of each weight class

An assistant referee will be assigned to all semifinal matches

¢) Reminders:

O
O
O

Cut-off date for wrestling is Wednesday, February 12, 2025

Team Sportsmanship Award Nominations : Deadline of January 31*

60" Annual New England Interscholastic Wrestling Championships
= Moved to Saturday/Sunday format

5. 2025-26 Wrestling Format - Draft (attached)

o

Paul S. makes a motion to accept under the condition that the qualifying criteria may
change. Second by Chris jones. Unanimously approved (16-0)

Phil N. will form the subcommittee to discuss and put forth proposal for All-State
Qualification. Paul S., Chris J., Nate M., Zach volunteered to serve on the
subcommittee. Along with Keith, Ann, Paul, John and Desi.

Desi K. brought up the possibility of adding an additional day to the All-States
instead of reducing the number of qualifiers. Other larger states do it, but they are
much larger than Mass. This can be discussed by the subcommittee.

6. Coaches Input

O

Criteria for girls — seeding criteria 2 pts

7. Officials Input

O
O
O

All-States will have 10 officials.

States — 9 officials for D1 and D2

Sectionals — A discussion was held about the shortage of officials and if it would be
beneficial or negatively affect the tournament if a 1 year official would work the
sectional tournament. After discussion, it was felt that although it would be a good
learning experience, a 1% year official might not be ready for sectionals and work on
their own for that meet.

There was discussion regarding the official’s fee for an all-girls dual meet. Since
there are less weight classes (12 compared to 14), and all girls dual fee should be
12/14 * $100 of a regular varsity meet which is: $86. This can be reviewed by the
game officials committee.

Adjournment


https://www.miaa.net/wrestling
https://www.formstack.com/forms/?5859547-MMswvMywwo=
https://www.miaa.net/sites/default/files/2025-01/2025-wrestling-packet-update-12.28.24.pdf

