
How the MIAA Can Help
The MIAA is committed to encouraging and
promoting the high ideals of sportsmanship,
integrity and ethics at all levels of interscholastic
competition. The MIAA is also committed to
developing a positive environment for athletic
events throughout the Commonwealth.

A major part of the role of education through
sports is to teach our student-athletes to
exude sportsmanship and respect – respect
for the game itself, and respect for
teammates, coaches, officials and
opponents.

In an effort to achieve this goal of establishing
a healthy and positive environment for
athletic competition, the MIAA has
generated a Policy Statement which outlines
its expectations of the various groups and

individuals associated with interscholastic
athletic programs in Massachusetts. 

In order for sports to serve a purpose in the
educational system, students must obtain
positive educational benefits from athletics,
such as: responsibility, self-discipline,
sportsmanship, teamwork, work ethic, integrity
and personal sacrifice for the good of others.

The goal of interscholastic athletics is to give
young people the opportunity to expand
their educational horizons by experiencing
fair and friendly competition with their peers.
Ingrained in that competition is respect for
rules, regulations, opponents and officials. portsm
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The MIAA firmly believes that each
student-athlete across the Commonwealth
serves as a role model. When on the
field of play, these student-athletes are
placed in the spotlight and every action
that they take has an impact upon
those around them. They are looked up
to for their athletic talents, however they
have the ability to make an even
greater impact upon others with their
actions off the playing field. This impact
comes in the power of influence that
they share as visible figures in and out of
the school setting. The efforts that these
students make to give back to the
community go a long way in influencing
others to make a difference.

For student-athletes, participating in
interscholastic athletics is a privilege.
The privilege of participation has been
granted to them by those who have
taken the time to teach skills and
perform the necessary tasks through
the years that provide student-
athletes with the opportunity to
enjoy athletics. Being granted
the privilege of athletic
participation comes with
many great responsibilities.
Among these responsibilities is showing
respect for the opportunities that they
have been afforded and providing

service so that others can have the same
opportunities. Giving back to the
community is what truly makes student-
athletes heroes in the eyes of those
who look up to them.

Beginning in the Summer of 2001, the
MIAA began to promote community
service as a major initiative within the
MIAA Student Services Program. This
declaration came following the
participation of students on the MIAA
Student Advisory Committee at the
National Federation of State High
School Associations (NFHS) Annual
Student Leadership Conference. The
students participated in a community
service project in which they helped
the Indianapolis Parks Department to
restore many recreation areas in need
of improvement. The rewards that these

“One man practicing good sportsmanship is
far better than fifty others preaching it.”

- Knute Rockne

Resources
“Building the Future” 

Student Services Newsletter

MIAA Sportsmanship Manual

“Sportsmanship: A Game Plan for Life”
Essay Anthology

MIAA Video Library

Programs
Annual Sportsmanship Summit

MIAA/ADL’s “A World Difference” Respect Workshop
Massachusetts Student-Athlete Citizenship Day Program

NFHS Student Leadership Conference
Citizenship through Sports/Leadership Training Institute

Captain’s Leadership Workshops
Sportsmanship Pre-season Meetings

Sportsmanship “The Only Way to Win” Recognition Program
Annual MIAA Sportsmanship Essay Contest

Team Sportsmanship Awards
Sportsmanship Alliance of Massachusetts (SAM) Awards Program

District Sportsmanship Awards
James F. Mulloy Annual Sportsmanship Awards

MIAA “Outstanding Sportsmanship Award” Certificate Program
NFHS/MIAA Sportsmanship Certificate Program

Annual Leadership Training Institute

For information and/or assistance, please contact the MIAA Student Services Department at 508-541-7997.
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Student athletes have the
ability to make an impact with

their actions off the playing field.
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Mission Statement
The ideals of good sportsmanship, ethical
behavior and integrity should encompass all
interscholastic athletics in our community. In
perception and practice, good sportsmanship
shall be defined as qualities of behavior
characterized by generosity and genuine
concern for others. Our athletic fields should
be the laboratories to produce good sports
who reflect “fair play” in every area of life.

What is Sportsmanship?
The American Heritage Dictionary
defines an athlete who shows
sportsmanship as “one who
abides by the rules of a
contest and accepts victory
or defeat graciously.”

The ideal of sportsmanship
permeates virtually every
aspect of our culture. The ideals of
ethics and fair play may be witnessed
in all facets of life. However, its origin has
been firmly established in sports, as
conceptually and pragmatically a training
ground for good citizenship and high
behavioral standards. Sportsmanship is a
concrete measure of each school’s and
individual’s understanding of their
commitment to the educational nature of

interscholastic athletics. Good sportsmanship
is conduct which imposes self-control
involving honest rivalry, courteous relations
and graceful acceptance of results. It should
be evident in all school functions and
demonstrate the ability to accept defeat
without complaint, victory without bragging,
and to treat your opponents with fairness
and courtesy.

The responsibility for developing sportsmanship
involves many different people. The
complexity of this subject extends beyond the
definition. Unlike most areas of education,

athletics are played before spectators, and
young people put their self-esteem on

the line with every play. These
student-athletes look not only to their
coaches and teammates, but to
the people in the stands, for positive
reinforcement, that they have

made the right choice in wanting to
compete for their school.

Sportsmanship needs to be a primary role
of interscholastic athletics in an educational
perspective. Athletic competition is an
extension of the classroom and an
educational activity which provides lessons
difficult to teach in another environment. The
need for improvements to sportsmanship in
society is evident and will require a maximum
effort by everyone involved in athletics.

students experienced were exactly
what the MIAA had hoped to promote
among its membership to plan and
promote the community service
outreach in its member schools. 

In the Fall of 2003, an opportunity arose
for the community service initiative to
take another large step forward with
the participation of schools across the
state in the “Make the Point for Special
Olympics” service and fundraising
event. Through this initiative, schools
took part in a tangible way to promote
good citizenship in their schools and
communities as they worked to make a
difference in the pursuit of acceptance
and inclusion for all individuals.
Participation in this event was yet
another example of what the MIAA
hopes will be a strong effort on the part of
its member schools to commit to future
community service projects.

The administrators in each of the
MIAA member institutions are
encouraged to take advantage of
the incredibly strong power of
influence that each of their coaches,
captains, and student-athletes share to
help build stronger communities by
giving back and proving that helping

hands make a huge difference. As the
efforts of the MIAA to promote
community service continue to grow, so
do the hopes and expectations that
member school leaders and all high
school coaches will take the initiative to
start their own service projects within their
communities to help build atmospheres
of respect and camaraderie.

The MIAA has established the Ron
Burton Community Service Award to be
presented annually at the Statewide
Sportsmanship Summit.  In addition, the
MIAA anticipates that all nominees for
annual team sportsmanship awards
demonstrate a strong community
service involvement.

“The greatest joy one can have is doing something
for someone else, without any thought of

getting something in return.”
-John Wooden

For information and/or assistance, please contact the MIAA Student Services Department at 508-541-7997.
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