Repl acenent Tine for Disqualified Players
Decreases in H gh School Basket bal
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| NDI ANAPOLI'S, IN (May 7, 2007) - High school basketball coaches
will have less tinme to replace a disqualified or injured player
begi nning with the 2007-08 season.

Thi s change, ainmed at avoi ding del ays in ganes, was one of five
rul es revisions approved by the National Federation of State High
School Associ ations (NFHS) Basketball Rules Conmittee at its April 15-
16 nmeeting in Indianapolis. The rul es changes subsequently were
approved by the NFHS Board of Directors.

The conmittee reduced the replacenent interval for a disqualified
pl ayer from 30 seconds to 20 seconds, and a warning signal wll be
sounded with 15 seconds remai ning, or five seconds into the interval.

"Previously, with 30 seconds, nany coaches were trying to use
this time period as an unofficial time-out," said Mary Struckhoff, NFHS
assistant director and liaison to the Basketball Rules Conmittee. "By
reduci ng the replacenent interval, it encourages coaches to replace the
di squalified player in a nore tinely fashion and allows the ganme to
progress."

The deternination of when a dribble ends was revised by the
conmittee. Henceforth, a dribble will end when the |oss of control by
the dribbler is caused by the opponent touching, or being touched, by
the ball rather than an intentional batting of the ball

"In the past, a common interpretati on has been that any touching
of a dribble by a defender ended the dribble," Struckhoff said.
"However, the |language in our rules inplied that the touching had to be
by the hand and had to be intentional. The change i n | anguage provides
consistency with the current enforcenent of the rule."

A change in Rule 4-42-5 adds the word "legally" to the current
rul e regarding when a throwin ends. The revised rule will read as
follows: "The throwin ends when the passed ball touches, or is legally
touched, by another player who is either inbounds or out of bounds.

In the past, the rule could "reward" a defensive teamthat
conmtted a violation, such as kicking the ball during a throwin. Wth
the previous rule, if a throwin was kicked by the defense, it could
cause the offensive teamto be di sadvantaged froman alternating-
possessi on standpoint. By adding "legally" to the current rule that
defines when a throwin ends, it elinmnates this type of situation from
happeni ng.

In other changes, conpression sleeves were added to the Iist of
items that can only be worn for medical reasons, along wth guards,
casts and braces.

The final revision approved by the comittee was changi ng the
war ni ng horn for a 30-second tine-out to be sounded with 15 seconds
remai ni ng. This change nakes all warning horns uniform for
interm ssions, time-outs and the disqualified player interval.

In addition, the conmttee added a signal for when a defender is
not in a closely guarded situation. The signal will be a spreading of
the arns.

As it does annually, the committee adopted points of enphasis for
t he 2007-08 season. The four areas of concern for the coning season are
uniforns, free throws, displacenent and the ball handl er/dribbler

In terns of school sponsorship, basketball is the nbst popul ar
hi gh school sport for boys and girls, according to the NFHS H gh Schoo
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Athletics Participation Survey. In 2005-06, a total of 17,535 schools
of fered the sport for boys and 17,275 for girls. In terms of
participants, it ranks second for boys wi th 546,335 partici pants and
first for girls with 452,929 individuals playing the sport.

About the National Federation of State H gh School Associations (NFHS): The NFHS, based
in Indianapolis, Indiana, is the national |eadership organization for high school sports
and fine arts activities. Since 1920, the NFHS has | ed the devel opment of educati on-based
interschol astic sports and fine arts activities that hel p students succeed in their

lives. The NFHS sets direction for the future by building awareness and support,
improving the participation experience, establishing consistent standards and rules for
conpetition, and hel pi ng those who oversee high school sports and activities. The NFHS
wites playing rules for 17 sports for boys and girls at the high school Ievel. Through
its 50 nenber state associations and the District of Colunbia, the NFHS reaches nore than
18,500 high schools and 11 million participants in high school activity prograns,
including nore than 7 million in high school sports. As the recognized national authority
on interscholastic activity progranms, the NFHS conducts national neetings; sanctions
interstate events; produces publications for high school coaches, officials and athletic
directors; sponsors professional organizations for high school coaches, officials, spirit
coaches, speech and debate coaches and nusic adjudi cators; and serves as a nationa
information resource of interscholastic athletics and activities. For nore information
visit the NFHS Wb site at ww. nfhs.org
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